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CLAIMS 

■^ppa?atus--fjQr_-anchoring a first conduit to a 
second conduit, th^^pparatus comprising an inflatable 
device for engag^mg with the first conduit, wherein the 
inflatable dexM.ce is inflatable to facilitate anchoring 
of the fir^ conduit to the second conduit. 

2. A^aratus according to claim 1, wherein the first 
condu/t,.^irS— anr-axpandable conduit . 

3. Apparatus according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein 
the firs^t conduit comprises any type of expandable 
conduit tVat is capable of sustaining plastic and/or 
elastic dertormation. 

4 . Appar at us^c cording to any preceding claim, 
wherein the firs\ conduit comprises an expandable 
liner, casing or trie like. 

5. Apparatus accordmg to any preceding claim, 
wherein the second condild.t comprises a liner, casing, 
borehole or the like. 

6. Apparatus according to aiw- preceding claim, 
wherein the inflatable device comprises an inflatable 
balloon-, type portion coupled to .A ring. 

7. Apparatus according to any preceding claim, 
wherein the inflatable device includes\an expander 
device. 
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1 B. ^^ ppj^-p f^ t-in f^r.r-/^-K-rq-i ng f-ri r^T^-im 7, Wtiereill the 

2 ' expander device is teles con^i^ally coupled to the 

3 inflatable device, so th^ when the expander device is 

4 moved a certain distanjefe, the inflatable device is 

5 deflated and subsequently moves with the expander 

6 device . / 

7 / 

8 9. Apparatii^B according to claim 7, wherein the 

9 expander dexn.ce is releasably attached to the 

10 inflatalD;!^ device. 

11 / 

12 10. /Apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 

13 expiander device is releasably attached to the 

14 jjiflatable dev ice using a latch mechanism. 
15 

16 11. i^paratus according to any preceding claim, 

17 wherein\:he inflatable device is located within the 

18 expandable\conduit . 

19 \ 

20 12. ApparatusSaccording to any one of claims 1 to 11, 

21 wherein the inflatable device is coupled at or near an 

22 upper end of the exMndable conduit, or at or near a 

23 lower end of the expa^^able conduit. 

24 \ 

25 13 . Apparatus according bo any preceding claim 

26 wherein. the inflatable.vdevidte.. is. inflated to expand .the 

27 expandable conduit whereby theV expandable conduit 

28 contacts the second conduit, thereby providing an 

29 anchor. 
30 
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14 . Apparatus according to claim 13 , wherein the 
expandaD3^ conduit is provided with a slotted portion 
to facilitate expansion. 

15. Apparatus \ccording to any one of claims 1 to 12, 
wherein the inflatable device is inflated whereby a 
portion thereof dir<^ctly contacts the second conduit to 
provide an anchor. 

aetho d of anchoring a first conduit to a second 
conduit, the method comprirsiiig^he steps of providing a 
first conduit, providing an inf lataEl^--€l^vice m 
contact with the first conduit, running t^ first 
conduit and inflatable device into the/second conduit, 
and subsequently inflating the infj/dxable device to 
facilitate anchoring of the fii^src conduit to the second 
conduit . 

17. A method of anchsz^ing an expandable conduit to a 
second conduit, th^method comprising the steps of 
providing an esgpdndable conduit, running the first 
conduit into/Ae second conduit, passing an inflatable 
device inj26 the conduit, and subsequently inflating the 
inflatable device to facilitate anchoring of the 
exMndable conduit to the second conduit. 



18. Xjnethod according to claim 16 or claim 17, 
wherein tJife>vinnethod includes one, some or all of the 
additional step"^\pf inserting an expander device into 
the expandable condlH^, operating the expander device 
to expand the expandable^Kionduit , deflating the 
inflatable deyice, and removbsag the expander device 
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1 andA^ the inflatable device from the expandable 

2 conduitvand/or the second conduit. 
3 

4 19. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 18, 

5 wherein the me^od includes one, some or all of the 

S additional stepsNof attaching an expander device to the 

7 inflatable device Aoperating the expander device to 

8 expand the expandabJSe conduit, re -attaching the 

9 expander device to tnfe inflatable device, deflating the 

10 inflatable device, and\removing the expander device 

11 and/or the inflatable device from the expandable 

12 conduit and/or second condu^-t . 





